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much that, when rolling, the projection of these paddles would
strike the guards and shake the vessel from stem to stern. This
caused much discomfort to those below decks day and night. It
was the cause of serious anxiety to the commanding officer. This
was remedied as soon as the facilities of the machine shops of
Valparaiso could be employed.

At Valparaiso letters four or five months old were received,
giving a resume of all that had occurred since the departure
from Hampton Eoads. Among other news, the Kearsarge's tri-
umph over the Alabama off Cherbourg was learned. News, too,
that the Shenandodh, one of the Confederate privateers, was op-
erating against American merchantmen in China and east of
Japan was received.

This news in particular hastened the Wateree's repairs, and
when these were finished she sailed northward, touching en route
at Callao, Panama, San Juan del Sur, Acapulco, San Francisco
and Mare Island, where she went into dock and underwent a
more general refitting, including calking of decks, the condition
of which, from the beginning, had been a source of much dis-
comfort to all on board. After a sojourn of several months at
the Yard and in the harbor of San Francisco, the commander-in-
chief directed the Wateree to proceed to Panama, where there
was customarily kept a war vessel to guard the passenger and
freight traffic, which in those days before the completion of the
transcontinental railways passed mainly by the isthmus route to
and from California.

Chronic revolutionary disturbances in the Central American
States induced the department to direct a war vessel to the scene
of disturbances. The Wateree, having been relieved by the old
sailing sloop-of-war Cyane, Commander John H. Russell, was
soon under way for Punta Arenas, Costa Rica; San Juan del
Sur and Realejo, Nicaragua. Realejo was reached in the latter
part of April. The news of the assassination of President Lin-
soln was learned there from the President of Nicaragua, who,
without ceremony, came off in person to convey this distressing
intelligence to Commander Murray. The national flag was dis-
played at half-mast and a gun fired every half-hour until sun-
down as a mark of respect to the memory of this great Amer-
ican, who had perished at the hands of a madman and at a mo-r
